
APPENDIX L 

DECORATIO~ ' Al"\'D :MEDALS, 
COLORADO N"ATION'AL G 'ARD 

1. en·ice Jlcdal:; .Aicarded Prior to A ct of .Ap1·il 14, 1931 : 
a. Aciil'e Sen·ice Jledal, 1 93-1 96 : 

(1 ) Description: A bronze eight pointed tar, 114 inche in 
<liameter. The obYerse ho"s an eagle with " ·ing partly di played, within a 
circle, and urronncled by the in cription "::-,rational Guard tate of olorado-
Acfrrn Service ' · ''ithin an outer circle . The reYe1"e is left blank for engraving 
recipient ' name and notation of campaign or campaigns for which awarded. 
The medal i u. pended by a . ilk ribbon 1% inches in length, and 11,4 inche in 
width, blue (infantr,\-) . yellow (caYalry ) , or red (artillery ), depending upon 
arm of the ervice to " ·hich is. uecl. The ribbon in turn i u pended from a con
cealed bronze bar ''ith pin for attaching medal to uniform. Thi medal i. illu -
trated on page 4 ( erYice :Medal and l.1ark. man hip Badge , tate of Colo
rado), design la and lb. The ribbon and . u. pen. ion bar on the medal illu -
trated are u b titution for the original blue and yellow ribbon and concealed 
uspen ion bar . 

( :2 ) Conditions of .Au:ard: Thi medal wa authorized by re -
olution of the 'tate Military Board early in 1 97, and was awarded for . enice 
in the City Ilall Riots, Demer, 1 94; Cripple Creek. 1 94 · Bull Hill, 1 94; 
Leadville, 1 96; and Cripple Creek, 1 96. 

b. Spanish-~-lmerican ffar Jledal, 1 9 -le 99 : 

(1) Desaiption: ...\medal of bronze, 11/2 inche in diameter. 
On the obYer e ( ee de ign :?-a on plate ) i an eagle tanding on a croll which 
is inscribed, ' 'panish-American \Var " · behind and above the eagle i. an alle
gorical group of three repre.'enting the three pbm;e of . ervice. On the medal 
right i · hown a group of olclie1 marchincr, ''ith a female figure above holding 
forth a hand in farewell-the departure; in the center a male figure holding 
aloft the torch of war-battle en·ice : and on the medal· left a group of march
ing oldier with a female figure aboYe holding forth the Yictor's laurel wreath
the return. AboYe all, in a emi-cir ·le around the upper rim appear the in-
cription: '' Dulce Et Decorum Est Pro Patria l\fori '' ; around the lower portion 

of the rim appear the word "Colorado ". The rever e shows the coat of arm 
from the great eal of Colorado, and in addition around the upper rim of the words, 
''Awarded to · ' an cl around the lower rim the word . ''With ertificate.' A 
blank :croll i. uperimpo eel on the coat of arms for the purpo. e of engraving 
the o\\·ner · name thereon. The medal i. ·u. pended from a bronze bar con. i ting 
of two pray of laurel. and thi in turn i u pended from a ·ilk ribbon 11/z 
inches wide of alternate red. white, and blue tripe (each 1h inch wide). The rib
bon i su pended from a bronze bar 1% inche wide, and which i :tamped with 
a de ign of three cannon., a laurel pray, and the elate '' 1 9 '' and '' 1 99. '' 

(2) Conditions of Award: The initial steps for procurement 
of thi medal "ere instituted by a committee composed of Gowrnor Charle 
'rhoma . Mr. S. K. Hooper and Doctor C. J . Ilartung during July. 1 99, and 
funds to defray the co t were rai eel by popular . ub cription throughout the 
state. The medal " ·as awarded. with a certificate, to every officer and enli ted 
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man "-ho .. ened during the 'pani h-.d.merican \Yar or Philippine In .. urrection 
in a l;nited State. volunteer organization that \\'a · credited to the State of 'olo
rado.1 

c. Active erv ic Badge, 1903-1904 (The P eabodv Jledal ) : 

(1 ) D escripl ion : .A medal of bronze, 11~ inches in diameter. 
On the obwrse i. the head of GoYernor Peabody, facing partly to the right , and 
urroundecl b~- the in cription, ' Jame · II . Peabody. Gowrnor of Colorado 1903-

190-!.' · On the rever e i ho,Yn a pillar ·1umountecl by an eagle; at the base of 
the pillar. and uperimpo ·eel thereon, i .. the coat of arms from the great eal of 
Colorado, and supporting the pillar on either . ide i. a soldi r and miner. Below 
the coat of arm. appear. the in.·cription, '"La'v and Order. ,. The medal i.- su -
pended from a silk ribbon 11h inche in length and 11:.? inc he. in " ·iclth with al
ternate tripes of red, white and blue. each tripe being 1:.? inch wide. The rib
bon i u.-pended from a bronze bar F 8 inches wide bearing the inscription 
''Colorado City-Cripple Creek-Telluride-Trinidad, 1903-190-!. '· 

(2 ) Condit ions of Aica I'd: Thi medal ''"a authorized under 
the proyi·ion. of paragraph -!, Circular No. -!, Adjutant General's Office, Den
ver, Colorado. dated :\larch 21. 1907. and wa. a\Yarded to "all officers anrl en
li ·ted men "-ho ·erved a officers or enli tecl men of the ;\ational Gnard of 'olo
rado in any of the following named actiYe ·erYice campaign. : 

"Colorado City, i\Iarch 3, 1903. to )larch :W. 190:3. 
''Cripple Creek, September -!. 1903. to April 11. 190-!. 
'Cripple Creek. June 7. 190-!. to July 27, 190-!. 

"'l'ell uride, i'\oyember 20. 1903, to :\larch 11. 190-!. 
'' 'l'elluride, i\Iarch 23 . 190-!. to .June 15, 190-!. 
"Trinidad. l\Iar ·h 22. 190-1. to .] une 12. 190-1. ' · 

d. JI .rican Borde/' e1·vic ]Jed al: 

(1 ) D escription: A medal of bronze 11/i, inche. in diameter . 
On the obwr. e i. the coat of arm.· of the 'tate of Colorado, contained within a 
circl which i. in. cribed. ' 'tate of Colorado-1 76. ' · ·urmounting the circle 
i an eagle "-ith . p1·ead wing. and the :hield of the l.;nited 'tate ... uperimposed 
on its brea t. pringing from either ide of the circle are two laurel wreaths. 
The reYer e . hows a circle composed of t\Yo laurel \\Teaths, and " -it bin thi. circle 
th in ·cription. ''Pre ented by the 'tate of Colorado.·' . 'urrouncling the laurel 
wreath an l around the rim appears the in cription, " .:\ ational Guard of Colo
i·ado-1917.' The medal i · su. pended from a ,.-ilk ribbon 1 inch in length and 
1 ~ inche in width; the color of the ribbon corre ponded to the color of the fac
in,,. of the unit concerned, i. e., blue for infantry. red for artillery, etc. 'rl1e 
ribbon i. . u. pended from a bronze bar l1h inche. in " ·idth and in:cribed, ' :Mex
ican Border , 'ervice, 1916-1917. '' 

(2) Conditions of .du:ard: This medal wa authorized by 
General Orders No. 11, .Adjutant General' · Office. Dem·er. Colorado, dated 
February 10. 1917, and wa awarded to all members of the Colorado :\ffltional 
Guard that an. wered the call of the Pre. ident in June, 1916, and who actually 
erwd on the :\Iexican B order patrol in 1916 and 1917. 

2. ~en·ice Jledals and Decorations Awarded under th e Act of April 14, 
1931: Extract .. from General Order. No. 1 . Adjutant General '. Office, No
"ember 16, 1931. 

1 Th e First Colorado Y oluntee rs. Yo!. ,.II (X ewspaper c lippings, R. A. Williams, volume 
in State Histori ca l Soc iety Library, D n\·er. Colo.) 
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2. In compliance ''ith the proYi ion of Section 5 of an Act to further in
crease the efficiency of the Xational Guard of Colorado by the pt·oyi ion of 
award. for long service and good conduct, for meritorious conduct and serYice, 
and for actiYe .·ervice enacted by the General A embly of the 'tate of Colorado 
and approwd .d.pril H, 1931, the following regulation for the de ign and con
ditions of award of the.·e decoration and medal are publi heel for the informa
tion and guidanc:e of all concerned: 

3.-a. The Active en :ice Jfedal : 
(1 ) D Psn·iption : A. medal of bronze, ll;,1, inches in diameter. 

On the obYer 'e i the c:oat of arms of the tate of Colorado. contained within a 
circle % of an inch in diameter in the lower half of the medal on which i in-
cribed, " 'tate of Colorado __ --·----·------·-·--· l 76. " 'urmounting the circle i an eagle 

with spread wings and the . ·hield of the United tate uperimpo ed on it. 
breast. Springing from eithe r ide of the ci rcle are two laurel wreath . On the 
reYerse are the word , 'Colornclo National Guard'' arranged around the upper 
half of the rim . with cros eel laurel wreath around the lower half; in the center 
the \YOrd . ··For .A.ctiYe 'erYic:e.,. The medal is u. pended b:r a ilk ribbon, 
17'1 inches in length an cl 1% inc he · in ''iclth, compo eel of a tripe of yellow (1 
inch ) . a . tripe of white (1(_, inch). a band of blue (11:? inch) , a. tripe of white (lfl 
inch ) . a .tripe of~- no"· (% inch ) , with a border of red (3 16 inch ) on each 
edge. A bronze cla p, 13/c inches long and 3 16 inche wide. to denote the par
ticular campaign or period of ervice for which the me lal is awarded, will be 
plac:ed on the ribbon below the concealed u pen ·ion pin . One cla p w·ill be 
awarded for each separate c:ampaign or period of active . erYice. A bronze five
pointed tar, 3 16 inches in diameter, will be worn on the ervice ribbon in lieu 
of the cla. p when the medal is not worn. 

(2) Conditions of Au:ard: (a) . 'rhi. medal "ill be awarded to 
an:r per:on who i. en·ing with, or ha ened with, the Colorado Xational Guard 
in any- c:ampaign or period of active duty in the f ielcl under call of the Pre ident 
of the nited 'tate or of the GoYernor of Colorado, and for wh-U-h 110 campaign 
medal has preeiously b en awarded by the Government of the [;nited fates or 
the fate of Colorado. Provided, that the period of active ervice mu t have ex
ceeded ewn clay in duration, or. in the eYent of a le ser number of day , tbere 
\Yere killed or \\Otmdecl on the . ide of the troops of the Colorado Xational Guard 
engaged. 

(b) . The campaigns or periods of acfo·e field duty for \\hich thi . medal 
ma~- at present be a\Yarc1 ec1 are a follow 

Campaign 

TJte Campaign, 1 ~ 79 ........ ······-------·---
1.:-te Campaign. 1 7 ·········-------
Leachille 'trike. 1 0 .............. ---··· ------·······-····· ······---····· ..... ··--·····-··· .............. . 

'oal }line . 'trike an cl In ·urrection in Colorado c:oal fields . 
191:3-1-! ---·-· - --·---·--·-·······-···-················-······---·------ -- - ----·--·-------·········-·······--·--

~\cfo·e dutr in the field in any organization of the Colo
rado Xational Guard not in F ederal sen•ice during the 
period of the World \Var. April 6, 1917, to June 10. 
1919 ·················-····-·-··········-··-···-········-·---·-·······-···-··································--·----------·-··---·-····· 

trike in · 'outhern Colornclo coa l field , October-~ovember. 
1919 ········-·····-··-······-··-·····-·····-·· -·····----···-·-····----------·------·--···---··-···--··········· 

Flood at Pueblo, June, 19~1 ·-·-··············--------·-············-·········· ·--·- ··-·---· _ 

In scription on Clasp 

Ute . 1 79 
rtes. 1 7 
1 ~o 

1913-1± 

1917-19 

1919 
19n 



I. 
.., .. • • 

MIDDALS AND DECORATIONS, COLORADO NA'I'IONAL GUARD, AUTlTORlZED BY AN ACT OF' 'l'HE COLORADO LEGISLA'l'URE 
AND APPROVED APRIL 14, 1931. 

J. Aclive Service Medal. 2. Meritorious Conduct Medal. 3. Moritorius Service Medal. 4. Long Service Medal. 
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trike and Riot at Frederick, Colorado, July, 19:2:2 ............. . 
Strike and Riot· at the Columbine :Jline and vicinity, ~o-

Yember. 19'27 ........................................................................................... . 1927 

( c) . ub equent awards of the ActiYe 'enice :Jleclal mil be a directed in 
orders from thi office. 

b. Th e Jlaito1·iou Conduct Jledal. 

(1 ) De cription : A cro of bronze, F 1' inche.· in height and 1 ·1 ~ 
inches in width, '\'ith an eagle surmounting a hielcl on the centre. ~\.bm·e the 
eagle a . croll bearing the word , ''Colorado X ational Guard.·· and to either 
. ide of the ·hield and below the eagle another . croll in cribed. ' 'For Yalor ' . 
The hield is decorated with the fasce crest of the Colorado ~ational Guard. 
On the reve1» e, in the centre of the cros i a circle and scroll ''ith the in. crip-
tion. 'A warded to ........................ for :Meritoriou Conduct.·' The scroll i left blank 
for the name of the recipient to be engraYecl thereon. The cro s i . . u:penclecl by 
a ring from a . ilk ribbon 1 a;, inche. in length and 1 ~ inche. in width , com po eel 
of a band of blue ( l)i, inch) on each ide. two tripe of white (lft irn:h ) 8epar
ated by a band of reel (:; inch ) through the centre. 

c:n Canditions of Atcard : The ::\Ieritorious Conduct :Jlecla l " ·ill 
be awarded to all officer and enli tecl men of the Colorado :'\ational Guarcl who. 
when on an actiYe duty · tatu~ not in F edel'al sen·icc, ch tinguished themselve~ by 
extraordinary heroi m or endangered their live · in .·aying the liYe. of others. 
One medal only will be awarded to an indiYidual; for a sub ·equent act that 
would entitle the . ame indiYiclual to another medal. a sih·er, fiw-pointecl star, 
3/ 16 inche in cliam t r, "·ill be awarded to be "·orn on the ribbon of the :J1eritor
ious Conduct :J1ec1al and on the :ervice ribb011 of this medal. 

c. The illaitol'ious en:ice Medal. 
(1 ) De cripiion: A medal of bronze. 1~ inche in diameter. On the 

obverse i the fa ce. cre.t and wreath of the 'olorado Xational Guard contained 
within a circle. .Around the rim i the inscription, " Colorado ~ational Guarcl
for the 1\Ieritoriou Conduct }ledal for ub. equent ervice of a distinO'uishecl 
cipient' name ) . and above the croll the word. "Awarded to". Belm,- the 
croll a prig of laurel. The medal i. u pended by a ·ilk ribbon 131. inche in 

length and 1~ inche in width, compo eel of two band of blue ( :>/ 16 inch. each) 
on either edge and two band· of white (5 16 inches. each) . eparated by a tripe 
of blue (lft inch ) clown the centre. 

(2) Conditions of Awa1·d : Thi medal will be awarded to any per on 
sening in any capacity in or with the 'olorado l\ational Guard who di tin
gui he him elf by exceptionally meritorious ·en-ice to the , 'tate of Colorado. One 
medal only will be awarded to an indiYidual; the . ame condition. will appl~· a. 
for the :J'Ieritoriou Conduct :Jledal for ubsequent serYie:e of a di. tingui. heel 
character. 

d. The Long en·ice Jledal. 
(1 ) De cription : A medal of bronze. 11(1 inche in diameter. On the 

obver e a cro and uperimpo. eel upon the centre of the cro the coat of arm 
from the great . ea l of the 'tate of Colorado. AboYe the coat of arm and aero 
the upper arm of the cro. a . cr oll bearing the inscription, "Faithful Senice"; 
below the coat of arm. another . croll inscribed. "Colorado National Guard." 
On either icle of the coat of arms a sprig of laurel. On the reYer. e a croll (to 
be engraYed with the recipient' name) and abo•e the croll the words. " .IbTard-
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ed to'·; below· the ·roll the words. "'For Long and Faithful ervice ". A sprig 
of laurel cro ses cliago11ally from left to right beneath the ·croll. 'l'he medal i · 
suspended by a silk ribbon 1% inches in length an l 1% inche in width com
po eel of two band: of blue ( % inches. each) on either edge, a tripe of yellow 
(1 16 inch ) . a stripe of r ed (1 16 inch ) . a band of white (% inch) through the 
<'entre, aml a stripe of reel (1, 16 inch ) and a :tripe of yellow (1 16 inch ) . 

(2 ) Conditions of .dtcard: Thi medal will be awarded to any person 
w-ho ha · sened bone.tly and faithfully, either a. an officer or an enli ted man. 
or both, in or with an~· organization or department of the oloraclo i\ational 
Guard (in 'tate or Federal service) for a period of ten year · the period of ten 
years need not be con ec.:utiw. For each ub equent period of five years' serYice 
rendered br any incliYiclual. a bronze. five-pointed . tar, 3/ 16 inch in diameter 
w-ill be \Torn on the ribbon of the medal and on the enic.e ribbon. 

-!. , en·ice Ribbons: A sen·ice ribbon. identical "-itb the ribbon from 
''hicb one of the decoration or me lal. de cribecl in paragraph 3 above are . us
pencled. and 3-8 inch in length, may be worn on the ·erYice uniform in lieu of 
the corresponding medal. :Jieclals will onl~- be \YOrn on occa:ion of ceremony a: 
pre cribed in Section Y AR 600--±0. 

5. Character of er vice Required: Decorations. medals and cla ·p · may 
be earned by honorable :enice only. ervice in an enli tment. or as an offieer, 
w-bich terminated othenvi e than honorably. i not con iderecl honorable . eHice, 
within the meaning of the term as here u eel. 

6. The order of precedence of decorations and medals aw·arcled b~· th e 
State of Colorado i a. follm-: : 

a. The Meritorious Conduct :Ueda!. 
b. The Meritoriou. 'enice :Jiedal. 
c. CampaiO'n Medal. in order of elate. of a·1Yarcl. 
d. The Long Sen·ice :Jfedal. 
e. :Jiark:man. hip Aw-ard . 

7. ..:lpplica tions and R econunen<lrrtions: a. Applications for the ..lcf il'e 
Sel'vice and Long ervice medal. will be made on Forms furni heel by thi: office. 
These Forms will be arnilable on and after April 1. 1932. 

b. (1 ) . Decorations will orclinari!Y be awarded on the recommendation of 
the commanding officer of the regiment· or other :imilar unit. ln ca. es of per
. on not in a regimental command the recommendation mw t ordinarily be made 
by an officer corre ponding a nearly a po. sible to a regimental commander or 
one of higher command. Recommendation may. ho,-:eYer, be initiat d by of
ficer. of lo"·er rank. 

(2) . Recommendation in the ca. e of the :Jieritoriou. Conduct Medal 
must be based upon the statement of a person who ha<; per onal kno,vledge or \Yho 
wa an e;-·e,Yitne. , preferably the immediate commander. The . ervice or act must 
be de. cribed pecifically and in detail. and wben the recommendation is made 
by a per. on who ha. personal knowledge or was an eyewitne ·. it mu. t be o 
stated. \Yhen the recommendation i. made b~· a per><on who ha. not per:' onal 
know-ledge or wa: not an eyewitnes . . the te timon:r wh en practicable. of at lea. t 
two per:ons who have per onal knowledge or were eyewitne es. and "·ho so cle-
cribe themselve., mu. t accompany th e r ecommendation. \Vritten testimony 

will be in the form of certificate:' or afficla,it . The exact military . tatu of the 
per. on recommended at the time of the act or seniee mu t be tatecl in the rec· 
ommencla ti on.'' 


